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NJIDOT employees rescue tanker truck driver on Route 440 


On Monday, September 8 at 
1:30 p.m., a tanker truck struck a 
NJDOT attenuator vehicle driven by 
NJDOT Equipment Operator Ronald 
Leonardis on Route 440 northbound 
in Perth Amboy. Leonardis was 
shielding a pothole repair crew from 
traffic by driving behind it in the 
eight-ton NJDOT truck when it was 
struck from behind by the tanker. 
Leonardis protected the pothole 
repair crew from serious injury. 

“Without Ron, there would have 
been more NJDOT injuries,” said Paul 
Caliguari, an NJDOT Assistant Crew 
Supervisor for Crew #329 Keasbey 
Yard. “Despite the violent impact, 
Ron managed to steer away from 
the NJDOT road crew into the center 
lane of the highway. He saved lives.” 
Ronald suffered a fractured skull and 
a broken shoulder. 

The tanker truck exploded 
in flames and its driver, whose 
clothes were on fire, fell from the 
cab and ran. Caliguari raced toward 
the driver and rolled him on the 
ground to extinguish the flames. 
The pair scrambled away from the 
burning truck and Caliguari called 


Local firefighters extinguish the flames on the Allied oil tanker truck that nearly struck 
several NJDOT road crew workers. 


a dispatcher to send rescue personnel. 
Caliguari was treated for burns but 
remarkably returned to his road crew 
the next day. 

“Paul Caliguari’s bravery on 


Route 440 is a testament to NJDOT 
employees’ dedication to service,” said 
Commissioner Kolluri. “Our road crews 
are in harms way on a daily basis, and 
they should be commended for their 
courage.” 

NJDOT Equipment Operator 
Kevin Mundy also ran toward the 
burning tanker seconds after the crash. 
Though northbound traffic quickly 
stopped as a result of the blaze, Mundy 
warned southbound traffic to stop in 
order to prevent further injuries as the 
tanker burned. Truck Driver Robert 
Lawrence and Maintenance Worker 1 
Joseph Daley assisted in this effort. 

Crews remained at the scene for 
several hours, helping to clean up the 
scene and reopen the highway. The 
highway’s southbound lanes were 
unblocked as of 2:45 p.m., and a single 
northbound lane reopened around 
two hours later. Exit ramps connecting 
Route 440 to Route 9 north were also 
reopened before 5 p.m. 


NJDOTer supports Anchor House 


Engineering Technician 2 Kelei Carter of Geometric Design recently 
bicycled 500 miles from Rutland, Vermont to Trenton, NJ as part of the 


Anchor House Ride. 


“I’m gratified to have contributed to this very worthy cause, and 
completing the bicycle ride was a personal victory,” said Carter. “I thank my 
many co-workers for their support, especially those who work on the sixth 
floor of the Engineering and Operations building. Their enthusiasm was a 


great motivating force!” 


Anchor House Inc. is a multi-service agency for runaway, homeless, 
abused, and at-risk youth and their families. The ride raises money to enable 
Anchor House Inc. to assist thousands of children and their families. 


Kelei Carter, Engineering Tech 2, Geometric Design arrives at Quaker Bridge Mall 
after completing the 2008 Anchor House Ride for Runaways; 7 days, 500 miles from 


Rutland, Vermont to Trenton, NJ. 


NJ ranked 9* in nation for its Bicycle and Pedestrian Programs 


The League of American Bicyclists 
recently announced its first-annual 
Bicycle Friendly States Award, naming 
New Jersey ninth in the nation for its 
commitment 
to bicycling 


and pedestrian ile Washington 
safety programs. Ze Wisconsin 
The states were 3. Arizona 
ranked based 4. ea 
on more than 70 5. innesota 

. 6. Maine 
factors, focusing 5 Che 
on legislation, 3. Illinois 
policies and BoNew [eer 
Peo 10. New Hampshire 
infrastructure, 
education, 


marketing, planning and enforcement. 
“Governor Corzine’s Statewide 

Pedestrian Safety Initiative makes New 

Jersey a leader in bicycle and pedestrian 


NJDOT Golf Outing 2008 


2008 State Rankings: 


policy and legislation,” said NJDOT 
Commissioner Kris Kolluri. “From 


planning to construction, every NJDOT 
project targets safety and infrastructure 


improvements 
for bicyclists and 
pedestrians.” 
“New Jersey 
currently has 
seventeen bike- 
touring routes and 
provides technical 
assistance and 
infrastructure aid 
to municipalities 
that are interested 
in improving local 
bicycle and pedestrian programs,” 
said Sheree Davis, NJDOT Director 
of Bicycle and Pedestrian Programs. 
“We are working closely with the New 
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The 9th annual NJDOT 
Golf Outing was held 
on September 11th 

at Cream Ridge Golf 
Course. The winning 
foursome pictured are 


(1 - r) Joe Passarelli, 
Rich Schimpf, Marc 
Castadot and Keith 
Hill. Next year's 
outing will be held on 
Friday, September 11th 
at Mountain View Golf 


Course. 


Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission to 
showcase bike and pedestrian safety 
education in the new New Jersey 
Driver’s manual.” 

The League of American Bicyclists 
promotes bicycling for fun, fitness 
and transportation, and works 
through advocacy and education for a 
bicycle-friendly America. The League 
represents the interests of 57 million 
American cyclists, including its 300,000 
members and affiliates. 

For the full list of states, you may 
go to www. bikeleague.org 
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Remembrance Ceremony marks 7th anniversary 


in the line of service,” said Deputy Commissioner Steve 


Dilts. “Today we add a new name on our memorial wall 
for Brian Everson, an employee who passed away in 
1982.” 

Jose Garcia, Traffic 
Operations, introduced the 
keynote speaker and his 
former Commander, Colonel 
Christopher Sands, U.S. Army 
Reserves, Commander of the 
Third Battalion, 312 Regiment. 
Colonel Sands recounted the 
events of September 11 and 
asked those in attendance 


to remember those serving 
overseas in the military. 


Vereen 


Gary Brennfleck of Multi Modal Services read the 
roster of active NJDOT employees serving in the Armed 
Forces: Will Day, Transportation Data Development; 
Sebastian DeAngelo, Tort Litigation; Joseph DiCola, 
South Region Electrical; Gary Gainey, Central Region 
Maintenance; Trevor Halloran, Central Region Electrical; 
Ron Harbist, Aeronautics; Kenneth Ives, Support Services; 
Eric Johnson, Design Services; Thomas Jones, Central 
Region Maintenance; Paul Kasica, Civil Engineering; John 
Larkin, Railroad; Robert McNeil, Procurement; David 
Mockus, Maintenance; David Reimer, South Region Local 
Aid; Angelo Sucameli, Central Region Maintenance; Ed 


Szotak, South Region Electrical; Joseph Tress, South 


Jeff DeGroff, Ron Harbist and Robert McNeil lead the procession 
of dignitaries into the NJDOT Employee Memorial service. 


Region Design Survey; and 
Christopher Zubrzycki, South 
Region Construction. 

NJDOT also honored its 
employees who have died in 


NJDOT employees gathered around the Employee 
Memorial on September 11 to commemorate the lives lost 
on September 11, 2001 and to remember fellow NJDOT 
employees who lost their lives in the line of duty. service to the Department. 
Jeff DeGroff, Principal Engineer Electrical in Traffic Assistant Commissioner 
Engineering and Safety, played a mournful melody on his Candie Brown named 
bagpipes. The following fellow NJDOT employees carried the 
colors: Ron Harbist, Division of Multi Modal Services; Eric 
Johnson, Design Services; Gary Brennfleck, Multi Modal 


Services; Robert McNeil, Procurement; John Baird, Statewide 


the seven employees who 
have died in the past year. 
Operations Director Jeff 
Callahan spoke of the thirty- 


Garcia 


Incident Management Program; Eric Griggs, Operations, five employees named on the 
Central Region; Charles Craddock, Right of Way, Outdoor memorial wall and added the plaque for Brian Everson, 
Advertising; Ralph O’Bryan, Support Services; Linda Cardell | who passed away in 1982 while working on Route 287. 
and Kobie, Statewide Traffic Operations. “Transportation Workzone Safety initiatives have 

Chrystal Section-Williams of Civil Rights and come a long way,” said Callahan. “We will strive for 
Affirmative Action gave the invocation and John Spedding, excellence in safety everyday so that no more names will 
an NJDOT retiree, introduced the speakers. need to be added to this wall.” 

“It is with great sadness yet honor that we gather once The ceremony ended with a prayer from Talvin 
again to honor the souls lost not only on September 11, 2001 Davis of Trucking Services and a rendition of God Bless 


but also those thirty-five DOT employees who have passed America by Anna Vereen of Employee Support. 


Bill Piedra and Danielle Graves pose with their diplomas at the 
Certified Public Managers graduation at the New Jersey State 
Museum. 


On Friday, August 15, twenty-one NJDOT employees 
graduated from the Certified Public Managers (CPM) 
program at the New Jersey State Museum. CPM is part of a 
national effort to develop effective management skills through 
training and education of supervisors and managers in state 
and local government. In New Jersey, the CPM Program is 
administered by the New Jersey Department of Personnel’s 
Human Resource Development Institute. The mission of the 
program is to enable participants to become more effective, 
efficient and ethical organizational managers. Graduates 
receive a Certificate in Supervisory Management (CSM). 

Each Certified Public Manager must fulfill rigorous 
requirements. Requirements include the completion of field 
practicum summaries, a multi-phased field application 
project; passage of a final examination; and completion 
of CPM classes as well as management or supervisory 
education. 


Obituaries 
Retiree Elizabeth Shepherd “Aunt Betty” Smith died 
September 7 at Capital Health System in Mercer. Survivors 
include her brother Donald Peter; stepsister Joan Gennello; 
stepbrother Gerald Powers and many nieces and nephews. 
Retiree Andrew Del Vecchio died August 18 at his 
home in Netcong. He was a retired foreman for the N.J. State 
Highway Department. Survivors include his wife Frances 
(Armo); beloved father of Andrea Kyle; grandfather of Donald 
Del Vecchio, Kelly Wagner and Tracey Kyle; great-grandfather 


Claudette Bailey Principal Electrical Engineer, Unit/Section: 
Traffic Signal and Safety Engineering - Electrical Engineering 


Anne Chmielewski Administrative Analyst 1, Equipment, 
Materials & Supplies 


Cindy Conrad Economic Development Representative, 
Trns*Port, Division of Capital Program Support 


Douglas Dillon Principal Engineer, Traffic Bureau of Traffic 
Engineering and Investigations 


Denise Goddard Administrative Assistant 1, Accounting & 
Auditing 

Danielle Graves Project Engineer, Division of Statewide 
Planning Bureau of Statewide Strategies 


Anthony Guerrieri Supervising Engineer in Region South 
Construction 


Muhahid Khan Project Engineer, Bureau of Structural 
Evaluation 


Marcia Krakauer Administrative Analyst 1, Rail Services- 
Multi Modal Services 


Thomas Loftus Principal Engineer Transportation, Bureau of 
Construction Management 


Jeannine Savage Personnel Coordinator, Region South 
Operations 


Pankesh Patel Project Manager, Division of Project 
Management 


William Piedra Supervising Transportation Analyst, Bureau 
of Commuter & Mobility Strategies, Division of MultiModal 
Services 


Amy Polachak Principal Environmental Specialist, Division of 
Environmental Resources 


Eric Powers Supervising Planner, Office of the Assistant 
Commissioner for Planning and Development 


Robert Raachini Project Engineer, Regional Traffic Signal & 
Safety Engineering 


Timothy Stewart Geographic Information System Specialist 
2, Division of Information Technology Bureau of Information 
Management and Technology Planning (GIS) 


James Sweet Principal Environmental Specialist, Division of 
Project Development 


Paul Thomas Project Engineer, Division of Civil Rights and 
Affirmative Action 


George Williams Principal Engineer, N.J. DOT Bureau of Local 
Aid 

Krzysztof Zajac Principal Engineer, Bureau of Transportation 
Data Development 


of Ashley Wagner, Samantha Kyle and Nicholas Del Veccio 
and many nieces and nephews. 

Retiree Kenneth Conrow passed away peacefully on 
August 21. Kenneth retired in 2007 with 25 years of service 
as an NJDOT Ecologist. He is survived by his wife Irene; his 
two sons, Christopher and Michael; and two grandchildren, 
Alyssa Rae and John Frances. 

Retiree Anita White died July 20. She retired from the 
Right of Way Division, Title Bureau. 


